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arrived. No American would be grateful to me if he thought
that I mean that it was the American troops that had done
it. What he would like me to say, and what I am proud
to think and believe, is that our British and French troops
and the whole of our Allied troops together were doing this
magnificent work, and that the advent of Americans on the
field of battle was not only a great moral support, but it was
an encouragement and an invigorating strength to our
troops to have the knowledge that behind what had to be
done by us, behind the men who were to be killed in the
struggle in which we were engaged, were the American
troops straining the leash to get in so that they might do
their part, and who, when they were called upon, did what
was expected of them, so nobly, so gloriously, that it will
always be remembered. We feel as proud of their heroism
and valour as if it had been that of our own soldiers.

" I am not sure that we all appreciate in this country what
idealism is inspiring and stimulating the American people.
We had not all recognized in earlier days that America was
a nation of idealists. Too many had been inclined to think
that they were materialists. We have learnt during this
war that this is not true, and that America is ready to
sacrifice everything for an ideal, provided that the ideal is
noble and the cause is good. It is worth spending a moment
just to cast a retrospect on the position of America before
she entered the war. She watched events at the outbreak
of war, I readily believe, aghast with horror at what was
happening. The vast majority of her people did not under-
stand it. They knew nothing of lust for territory or for
world domination, the American people having been con-
tent to remain in their own country, having no ambitions
outside it, provided always that there was no interference
with the Monroe doctrine. That probably summed up the
whole of the American foreign policy, at least as understood
by the American people. Dynastic contests and military
love of aggression, with which some countries had been
charged with before the War, left America quite cold. I
speak always, of course, of the majority of the American
people. When they saw Germany breaking her treaty,